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      OPEN HOUSE  

     Tuesday, January 22, 2008 

       7:30 pm  

Welcome! 

The School at a Glance . . . 

The Winchester Cooperative Nursery School (WCNS) is a parent-run cooperative school for three- to five-year-old 
children.  It is dedicated to giving children a positive first school experience—an opportunity to learn about getting 
along with others while continuing to develop self-esteem, self-confidence and independence. 

The school is unique in its commitment to curriculum and to involvement in all aspects of the school.  Parents help in 
the classroom on a rotating basis approximately once a month. 

The classrooms are large, sunny and well-equipped.  The playground is both safe and exciting.  Children are 
encouraged to be mentally and physically active.  The program is balanced between indoor and outdoor play, 
teacher-directed and child-initiated play, group and individual skill building. 

WCNS accepts students of any religion, race, sex, cultural heritage or national origin, and without regard to ability or 
disability or the political beliefs or marital status of parent(s) or guardian(s). 

 

SCHEDULE OF CLASSES FOR 2008-09   

Younger Classes 

Class  Age as of 8/31/07 Day and Time Tuition 

Three Morning 3.0 - 4.0 years 9:00 - 11:30 am 
(Tues./Thurs./Fri.) 

$2,556 

Three Morning 3.0 - 4.0 years 9:00 - 11:30 am 
(Mon./Wed./Fri.) 

$2,556 

Four Afternoon 
 

3.0 - 4.0 years 12:00 - 3:00 pm 
Mon./Tues./Thurs./Fri. 

$3,457 

Pre-Kindergarten Classes 
Four Afternoon 
 

4.0 - 5.0 years 12:15 - 3:15 pm 
Mon.- Thurs. 

$3,457 

Four Morning 
 

4.0 - 5.0 years 8:45 - 11:45 am 
Mon.- Thurs. 

$3,457 
 

 
Lunch Bunch (all ages) 
Lunch Bunch 3.0 - 5.0 years 11:45 a.m. – 2:45 pm 

Wed. and/or Fri. 
 $842 per day 
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STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 

  

 We believe t hat  chi ldr en lear n by doing and t hat  play is t heir  way of  lear ning about  
t heir  wor ld.  They acquir e knowledge about  t he physical and social wor lds in which t hey live 
t hr ough playf ul int er act ion wit h obj ect s and people.  Ther ef or e, chi ldr en at  WCNS ar e 
pr ovided concr et e lear ning act ivit ies wit h mat er ials and people r elevant  t o t heir  own lif e 
exper iences.  A wide var iet y of  equipment  and mat er ials f or  explor at ion and discover y f ills 
spacious classr ooms. 

 Our  dai ly pr ogr am f or  all classes of f er s paint ing, singing, climbing, building, st or y 
t ime, snack t ime and dr ess-up.  I n addit ion, chi ldr en may select  t heir  own act ivit ies f r om 
among a var iet y of  lear ning ar eas t he t eacher  pr epar es. These include dr amat ic play, 
games and small manipulat ives, blocks, wat er  and sand play, books, ar t  and music.  Special 
t hemes ar e also highlight ed t o encour age new play pat t er ns and pr ovide f ur t her  
oppor t unit y t o develop cooper at ive and pr oblem solving skills.  Childr en ar e encour aged t o 
be ment ally and physically act ive.  The cur r iculum is balanced bet ween lar ge and small 
muscle play, indoor  and out door  play, and t eacher  dir ect ed and chi ld init iat ed play.  
Language, lit er acy, and mat h ar e int egr at ed acr oss all set t ings. 

 The lear ning envir onment  pr esent s an at mospher e of  war mt h and mut ual r espect .  
We believe t hat  chi ldr en deser ve t o have a sense of  belonging, a shar ing of  good f eelings 
and r espect , and oppor t unit ies t o develop self -r eliance and self -discipline.  Our  chi ld t o 
adult  r at io is low, t her e is a lead t eacher , an assist ant  t eacher  and one or  mor e par ent  
helper s in each class.  This allows f or  individual and small gr oup play. 

 Each day, t he par ent  helper s cont r ibut e a ver y impor t ant  par t  of  t he educat ional 
pr ogr am f acili t at ion. Par ent s of  all chi ldr en ar e involved. Par ent  par t icipat ion exist s at  all 
levels of  t he administ r at ion of  t he school f r om policy making t o playgr ound maint enance. 
The par ent  commit ment  and spir it  of  cooper at ion ar e basic t o t he phi losophy of  WCNS. 

 I t  is our  r ole as a communit y t o pr ovide oppor t unit ies f or  chi ldr en t o exper ience 
per sonal r elat ionships, accept  r esponsibili t y, ponder  and r ef lect , sat isf y cur iosit y, solve 
pr oblems, deal wit h f r ust r at ion and disappoint ment , explor e cr eat ivit y and imaginat ion, and 
most  of  all, enj oy t hemselves whi le pur suing t heir  nat ur al inst inct s. 
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ENROLLMENT AT WINCHESTER COOPERATIVE NURSERY SCHOOL 
 
 
About the School 

The Winchester Cooperative Nursery School (WCNS) is located at 478 Main Street in the center of Winchester, in 
space rented from the Unitarian Church.  It is a non-profit, non denominational organization formed in 1968 and is 
licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.   Our lead teachers are licensed by the Massachusetts 
Department of Early Education and Care.  Each class also includes an assistant teacher and at least one parent 
helper. Classes for younger children have either one or two parent helpers. 
 
Why Choose a Cooperative School? 

A cooperative nursery school enables parents to be an integral part of their child’s first school experience.  Parents 
assist in the classroom, help plan the curriculum, maintain the classrooms and playground, and participate in the 
administration of the school.  It affords an opportunity for both parents and children to meet and enjoy other families 
who share a common commitment to a positive and enriching educational experience for their children. 

 
Programs Offered 
WCNS offers five different classes geared toward particular age groups.  At the heart of the school’s philosophy is 
the belief that children learn by doing.  You will find a detailed description of class activities in our Statement of 
Philosophy.  The Schedule of Classes provides class times and tuition information. 

In addition to regular classes, WCNS offers a Lunch Bunch Program on Wednesday and Friday afternoons which is 
open to any child currently enrolled in the school.  Classes are mixed age (3-5 years).  Children bring lunch and eat 
together in small groups.  The afternoon is filled with enriching activities including art, music and dance, and a 
rotating special curriculum. 

 
The Importance of a ChildÕs First School Experience 

Our home visit program is an important part of making a child’s first school experience as comfortable and as positive 
as possible.  Shortly before the start of the school year, each teacher visits each child in the familiar environment of 
his/her home.  Teachers and children get acquainted with each other through play, and talk about what happens at 
the nursery school.  The teacher will also take a photograph of the child and family which will be in the classroom 
when he/she arrives. 

We make that big first day of school as comfortable as possible by having only half of the class attend at one time 
and having flexible expectations for separation.  Coffee is available for parents who wish to stay on these days.  All 
children will attend beginning on the second day of class. 

 
How to Apply 

WCNS is licensed by the state for a certain number of students and accepts the limit each year.  Acceptance is 
determined by an enrollment drawing.  Priority is given to returning students and siblings, then children of alumni 
(legacy students), then new students.  Additionally, Winchester residents have priority over non-residents.  Typically, 
25-35 new families are accepted every year.  Not all of them are from Winchester but have included residents from 
surrounding towns such as… Melrose, Medford, Belmont, Woburn, Arlington and Stoneham.   

Registration for new students for the 2008-09 school year will take place January 22 - February 1, 2008.  Parents 
submit the attached application form are strongly encouraged to visit the school with their child.  You may sign up to 
visit 3:30 - 4:30 pm in an open session on January 23, 24, 25 or on Saturday morning, January 26, from 9:30 - 10:30 
or 11:00 - 12:00.  Return your application and $50 application fee to Winchester Cooperative Nursery School,  
Attention: Enrollment, 478 Main Street, Winchester, MA,  01890, by Friday, February 1, 2008.  Class lists and wait 
lists will be posted at the School by Monday, February 8th 
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Financial Aid 
 
Financial Aid is available to families who may need assistance.  Please fill out and submit the enclosed form.  Forms 
must be returned to WCNS Office by Monday, March 3, 2008.  Questions regarding financial aid and the process 
should be directed to Maureen McWilliams, Director, at 781-729-2003, or to Deb Harrington, Assistant Treasurer, at 
781-729-5957. 
 
Health Information 
 

The Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care requires all schools to maintain health information on 
both students and parent helpers.  When your child is accepted, WCNS will supply health forms for you and your 
doctor to complete.  These must be completed and returned by mail or dropped at the office before school begins in 
September. 

 

Acceptance of Admission 
 

New families are given until Thursday, March 14, 2008 to confirm whether their child will be attending WCNS in the 
Fall.  Return the completed Acceptance of Admission form and first tuition installment to Winchester Cooperative 
Nursery School, Attention:  Enrollment, 478 Main Street, Winchester, MA  01890, on or before March 14.  Lunch 
Bunch Program applications are also due at this time.  Financial aid applications are due March 3, 2008. 

If we do not receive your acceptance and tuition deposit by March 14,  we will fill the slot space from the class wait 
list.  If your child was placed on a wait list, you will be notified of any openings that occur at or prior to that time.  If 
you choose not to accept a space offered to your child, as a courtesy to those on the wait list we ask that you notify 
us in writing or by telephone (781-729-2003). 

These guidelines were established to ensure that enrollment at our school can be run smoothly and fairly for 
everyone.  If you have questions about the application process, please contact Enrollment Chairs, Cathy Fair, 781-
721-4476 or Michelle Stewart, 781-729-0455. 

 

JANUARY 2008 DATES TO REMEMBER 

Open House January 22, 7:30 pm (Adults Only) 

School Visits for Prospective Students January 23, 24, 25  &  Sat., Jan 26 
(Parent and Child) 

Due Date for New Student Application & Fee February 1 

Posting at school Class Lists & Wait Lists February 8 

Notification by mail of Enrollment Drawing for New Students on or before February 14 

Due Date for Financial Aid Application March 3 

Due Date for Acceptance of Admission & Tuition Installment March 14 

Lunch Bunch Applications Accepted (first-come-first-serve) March 14 

 


